Introduced by Council Member Gulliford & Co-Sponsored by C/M Crescimbeni:
RESOLUTION 2012-580
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NAMING OF THE 37 MILE ISLAND ENCOMPASSING THE JACKSONVILLE BEACHES COMMUNITIES AS SAN PABLO ISLAND; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
a century ago, in 1912, the Florida Barge and Canal Company dug a ten-mile long waterway that connected Tolomato River and Vilano Beach on the south with San Pablo River and Mayport Village to the north; and

WHEREAS,
the 1912 “Palm Valley Cut” created the Intercoastal Waterway that, in turn, resulted in the formation of a landmass, an island that for 100 years has gone unnamed; and

WHEREAS,
for some 450 years, from the earliest settlements of the Spaniards, San Pablo has been the name of roads, towns, missions, churches and waterways throughout the entire history of the Beaches; and
WHEREAS,
San Pablo Mission operated from the 1590s to 1630; St. Paul’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church (now known as the Beaches Chapel) was built in 1886; St. Paul’s Catholic Church was founded on the oceanfront in Jacksonville Beach; for a time there was a St. Paul’s Methodist Church in Mayport; San Pablo means St. Paul; and

WHEREAS,
San Pablo Plantation was a 2,000 acre land grant to Revolutionary War hero John McQueen in the 1790s; in 1804, his heirs sold the San Pablo Plantation to McQueen’s longtime business manager Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer; today, many property deeds for homes from Atlantic Beach to Neptune Beach to Jacksonville Beach refer to the Ferrer grant, originally part of the San Pablo Plantation
; and
WHEREAS,
the name San Pablo has been intertwined with the history of that landmass that we now know of as The Beaches since the 1500s and it is wholly appropriate to name the 37-mile island that stretches from Mayport Village to Vilano Beach as San Pablo Island to celebrate and honor the rich heritage of both the island and the waterway; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Support for Naming. 
The City Council does hereby fully support the naming of the 37 mile island from Mayport Village to Vilano Beach as San Pablo Island to identity this geographic entity and celebrate its rich heritage.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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